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The Burke Development Road between Mareeba and Chil lagoe is seldom closed , in fact it is passable by a con-
ventional two wheel drive vehicle more that 95% of the time. 
 
During the wet season, (usually December to February) flash flooding occurs in Dimbulah at  Eureka Creek  but 
there is an alternative route via “Top Eureka Creek Road” which has an elevated causeway.   
At Almaden, Pump Creek also becomes impassable due to flash flooding and usually subsides within an hour or so. 
 
To the West of Chillagoe  is the Walsh River and during the wet season it is closed for prolonged periods due to 
flooding . It is this closure that is incorrectly interpreted as between Mareeba & Chillagoe. 
 
For local information of the road conditions call Chillagoe Hotel Motel 07 4094 7168 and speak with Ray. 
Whilst all information given by locals is given in good faith at the time, things do change rapidly, so if still unsure, and 
heavy rains have occurred within 24 hours,  check with the local police before proceeding beyond Dimbulah . 
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Only the Cairns Outback captures the magic of the Outback like no other destination possibly can. It 
is a region of spectacular rock formations, world famous caves and wild ranges. It is also a region of 
ghosts! A sense of yesteryear clings to the historic village of Irvinebank, tucked away in the hillsides. 
The stampers, the smelters, the turn of the century tin battery, are all living museums. But there is 
another story to be told. The story of the people - the miners, eeking out a living, the adventurer 
seeking gold, the politicians and the unionists; scandals; corruption; an indigenous people; the entre-
preneur, who built himself an empire; and the tinny jangle of bells, as the cameleer trudges wearily 
behind his team. Nostalgia hangs over the region like a fine mist.    The backdrop to all this, is the 
great Australian bush. Spectacular birdlife, plant life, which adapted over eons, to live in the dry  
tropics………...             

 
Isn't this the experience you have always promised yourself?  

 

(GK Bolton refers to the publication “A thousand miles away-A History of NQ to 1920”) 
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THE WHEELBARROW WAY   
 
On the 3 rd September 1873 at Georgetown, North 
Queensland, a hand written notice was nailed to the  
bark wall of the Mining Warden's office.  
"J V Mulligan reports the discovery of payable gold  on 
the Palmer River. Those interested may inspect at t his 
office the 102 ounces he has brought back. "  
 
The rush was on, and the pastoralists followed. The  
development of Far North Queensland had begun.  
Men from countries around the world toiled in an in -
credibly hot, hostile environment. Their mode of tr ans-
port was basic. When work became scarce, or it was 
time to move on, they walked. Irvinebank to Chillag oe, 
Chillagoe to the Hodgkinson gold fields, or over th e 
wild ranges to Mt Molloy. 
 
"Dad pushed a wheelbarrow in which were stacked all  
their belongings. A few pieces of iron, which would  be 
used as shelter; maybe some hessian, a spade, a lan -
tern, a few kitchen things and very little else. Mu m and 
the children straggled behind, Mum, usually with a 
babe in arms. "  
(Quote from old-timer Mr. Peel)  
 
It is as a tribute to these pioneers, who trudged t he 
dusty tracks, that this route has been named The 
Wheelbarrow Way . With little more than determination, 
they carved out a future and opened up the vast un-
charted territory, just back o’ Cairns ……….the Cairns 
Outback. 
 
 
ALMADEN - Population: Approx. 30 
Standing on the verandah of the pub looking over to  
the old railway station it is hard to imagine today , that 
in 1907 over 1000 construction workers were gathere d 
for the building of the Etheridge line. Or, that in  1929, 
Ernest Atherton, a former Almaden baker and butcher , 
was appointed to the position of Minister for Mines  in 
the Queensland cabinet. He was the only cabinet min -
ister representing the northern interests of the St ate. 

 
 
Savannahlander Train  
The Savannahlander departs 
on its four day adventure from 
Cairns Station on Wednesday 
mornings at 6.30 am. While the 
rest of Cairns is only just stir-
ring into life, the train quietly 

slips out through the Northern Suburbs of Cairns, Freshwa-
ter and Redlynch, where it then begins its ascent of the 
famous Kuranda Range. Stops are made at Stoney Creek, 
Barron Falls and Kuranda. We then follow the Barron River 
around to Mareeba for a short stop and on to Mutchilba for 
a morning tea stop. Via Dimbulah we arrive at the first 
day's destination at 1.00pm, Almaden where lunch is avail-
able and most passengers will transfer over to Chillagoe by 
coach for an afternoon of touring the caves and their over-
night accommodation.              Tel: 1800 793 848 
Email:  info@savannahlander.com.au 
Web:        www.savannahlander.com.au 
 

 ATHERTON                                                                                                                              
Atherton and the Tablelands were named after John, of 
the legendary Atherton Family who, as pastoralists,  
played an important role in the development of the re-
gion. They opened up vast tracts of land, paving th e 
way for the small miners, prospectors, and the entr e-
preneurs. The Tableland's link with the Cairns Outb ack 
is its volcanic geology .  Interestingly, the ghosts of the 
Atherton area are distinctly oriental. The Hou Wang  
temple is traditional Chinese on the inside, pionee r 
Australiana on the outside.  
A glimpse into their past is truly fascinating. 
 

  
Tait’s Wongabel Stables  
Deep Creek Rd, Wongabel  QLD  
4883 
Tel: (07) 4091 2070 
Email:   horseholidays@bigpond.com 
Web:     www.wongabel.com.au 
Host:     Sheila Tait 

Tait’s Wongabel Stables lies at a point more or less central 
to Atherton, Malanda and Herberton, approximately 15 - 20 
kms from each. Stock Routes and the railway line served 
an extensive beef-related industry in the area. During 
WW11 the army had training grounds throughout Won-
gabel, including an Ambulance Station, bakery, boot repair 
site and a gravel quarry. The foundations of some buildings 
are still visible throughout the region, though many relics 
are on private land. Logging tracks later extended from the 
Stock Route. The area is reached by bitumen roads with a 
short stretch of dirt road in Deep Creek Road. 
More information about horse riding is available on the 
website.                          Phone enquiries are welcome.  
 
BIG4 Atherton Woodlands Tourist Park  

141 Herberton Rd Atherton  QLD  
4883 
Tel: (07) 4091 1407  Host: Patrice 
Email:   stay@woodlandscp.com.au 
Web:     www.woodlandscp.com.au 
Winner of the 2008 Tourism Tropical 
North QLD Tourist & Caravan Park 
Award, we are a peaceful Park lo-

cated 1.5km from town and the perfect place to call home 
while you explore all that the region has to offer.  The Park 
has a range of accommodation to suit all requirements. 
Choose from beautiful Queenslander cottages for 2 or lar-
ger villas sleeping up to 6.  All have linen provided, cooking 
facilities and ensuite bathrooms.  All cottage and villa style 
accommodation have Austar, flat screen televisions, irons, 
hair-dryers & reverse cycle air-conditioning.  Come & enjoy 
our beautiful gardens, playground, swimming pool & Bali-
nese cabana.  BBQ’s are also available.  Free wireless 
internet access is available for all guests. Discount vouch-
ers for local shops and attractions are provided on check-
in. 
 
 
CHILLAGOE     �������������	
�����

�    
Imagine a mystical landscape. A place created eons 
ago, when a now outback land was washed by the 
warm waters of an ancient sea. A coral reef flouris hed; 
tall sea lilies swayed with the current, and jawles s fish 
darted in the shallows. Down through the ages, Moth er 
Nature carved a wondrous cave system from the lime-
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stone, remnants of that early coral reef.  
Violent volcanic eruptions thrust rich ore deposits  up-
wards to the surface, only to refold and thrust the m 
downward, deep into the earth's layers. Slowly, the  
land surface cooled. The climate changed. Rainfores t 
gave way to open savannah lands. Aboriginal people 
camped under protected limestone ledges. They 
hunted the mega fauna, which roamed the vast grass-
lands.   Discover the beauty of this ancient landsc ape.  
View world famous caves and a specialized fossil co l-
lection.  Be amazed at the myriad of stars in the n ight 
sky and at dusk listen to the ghosts at the old Sta te 
Smelter Reserve. 
Chillagoe is the apex of the Dinosaur Triangle with  
Roma to the South and Julia Creek to the West. Chil la-
goe links with the ‘Dinosaur Trail’ south to Charte rs 

Towers & Hugehenden . 
 
Chillagoe Arts & Crafts                             
29 Queen Street, Chillagoe Qld 4871                                                
Tel (07) 4094 7139  Fax (07) 4094 
7139 
Host: Col & Sue Colman 
Email:   colsuecolman@bigpond.com 

Locally made Marble gifts & Souvenirs.  
T Shirts, Tea towels etc. 
Free Town Maps and information  
Open 8.00am to 5pm, 7 days a week 

 
Chillagoe Cabins                                                                                       
Queen Street, Chillagoe Qld 4871                                                
Tel (07) 4094 7206  Fax (07) 4094 
7226 
Email: info@chillagoe.com 
Web:   www.chillagoe.com 
Host: Carolyn Carter 

The Lonely Planet describes Chillagoe Cabins as “the best 
accommodation  in Chillagoe” and they comprise 3 self-
contained, two-person, cottages two  have queen beds and 
one has two singles and is suitable for persons with  mobil-
ity difficulties. The cottages are delightful and carry the 
theme of an  early Australian, 19th century miner’s hut. 
They are air conditioned, have an  ensuite, kitchenette, 
quality linen, a smattering of outback memorabilia and  pri-
vate courtyard. 

 
Chillagoe Creek Homestead                             
‘The Fossil House’                                                           
Airport Road, Chillagoe Qld 4871                                                
Tel (07) 4094 7160  Fax (07) 4094 
7166 
www.athertontablelands.com/fossils 
Host: Mary Bolam 

The homestead is in a garden setting, with the property 
running down to Chillagoe Creek. Camping, BBQs, deep 
and shallow swimming holes, campfires permitted, bring 
your own wood, and a small reference library. Specialized 
fossil collection. Browse through the collection by donation 
only or organize a specialized tour. Fees apply. The home-
stead stylizes school activities to meet curriculum needs. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Chillagoe General Store  
9 Queen Street, Chillagoe Qld 4871  
Tel (07) 4094 7100  Fax (07) 4094 
7251 
Email: vikiwalling@gmail.com   
Hosts: Viki & Andy       
Web: www.chillagoeqld.com.au/
images/GeneralStore.html 

For all your Grocery needs. Hot pies, pasties, refreshing 
drinks and the coldest ice creams in Chillagoe! Gas cylin-
ders refilled. 

 
Chillagoe Guesthouse  
‘Historic Original Post Office 1906’ 
16-18 Queen Street, Chillagoe Qld 
4871  
Tel (07) 4222 1135  Fax (07) 4027 
9205 

bookings@chillagoeguesthouse.com.au   
Web: www.chillagoeguesthouse.com.au 
Host: Eugene Miglas       
The original Chillagoe Post Office for many years was oc-
cupied as a private residence. Extensively renovated in 
recent times it now offers 6 comfortable motel style rooms 
as a guesthouse & 24 hour check-in is available for late 
arrivals. We offer excellent accommodation, centrally lo-
cated in town, across the road from the  Post Office Hotel. 
Short walking distance to shops, hotels, places of interest 
and our visitors centre, the "HUB" 
 

Chillagoe Hardware  
8 Queen Street, Chillagoe Qld 4871  
Tel (07) 4094 7090  Fax (07) 4094 
7191 
Email: sandyand-
wendy@optusnet.com.au   
Host: Wendy Edgar      

Web: www.chillagoeqld.com.com.au/hardware.html 
For all your hardware needs, L.P. Gas cylinders and gen-
eral freight Mareeba-Chillagoe 

 
Chillagoe Hotel Motel  
‘The Bottom Pub’ 
2 Tower Street, Chillagoe Qld 4871  
Tel/Fax:   (07) 4094 7168  
chillagoeray@hotmail.com         
Situated in Tower Street and close to 

the popular Weir and Bogey Hole swimming spots the Chil-
lagoe Hotel Motel offers affordable motel room accommo-
dation.  Rooms have a variety of bedding configurations, 
most with a Queen and a single bed, and are equipped with 
air conditioning, TV, fridge and en-suite.  Good value and 
great tasting bar meals (lunch and dinner) are available at 
the Chillagoe Hotel Motel including the famous $7 steak & 
salad special.  Breakfast is also available.  Attached to the 
Hotel is a huge undercover outdoor dining area for a re-
laxed dining atmosphere.  Call in and enjoy an icy cold 
beer and a yarn with the locals. 
 

Chillagoe Interpretive & Information  
Centre       ‘The Hub’          
Queen Street, Chillagoe Qld 4871                                                
Tel:(07) 4094 7111 Fax: (07) 4094 
7122                    Email:  chillagoe-
hubinfo@bigpond.com                 
Hosts:  Jim & Tonia Evans    
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Open week-days 8.00 am -5.00 pm                        
Open week-ends 8.00 am -3.30 pm   
OFF SEASON --- 8.00 am-2.30 pm   Closed Xmas Day                        
Booking agent for National Parks Cave Tours (see Cave 
Tours). EFTPOS facilities available for purchase of cave 
tickets only.  
The Hub is home to an excellent time-line heritage display, 
encompassing The Wheelbarrow Way region. Commenc-
ing from the "big bang" the display counts down geologi-
cally and historically to the present day. Hear the story of 
the discovery of Dave the Elasmosaur that swam in the 
warm waters around Chillagoe, at a time when the great 
dinosaurs roamed the earth.           No admission charge 

  
Chillagoe Observatory & Eco 
Lodge                             
Hospital Avenue, Chillagoe Qld 4871                                                
Tel (07) 4094 7155  Fax (07) 4094 
7166                 
Email:  info@coel.com.au 
Web:   www.coel.com.au 

 
Hosts: Rhonda & Staff 
We invite you to stay enjoy & enjoy our peaceful oasis sur-
rounded by shady trees & visited by many native birds & 
animals. We have a selection of accommodation ranging 
from air conditioned cabins with en-suite & spa to budget 
rooms and camping grounds. Enjoy a delicious meal in our 
fully licensed restaurant & then star gaze at our impressive 
night sky in our very own observatory. Our friendly hosts 
will make you feel at home & can help organize tours to our 
beautiful limestone caves, marble quarries and local his-
toric sites. Join us and see why many people come back 
time after time. 
 

Chillagoe Real Estate Agency  
34 Queen Street, Chillagoe Qld 4871  
Tel (07) 4094 7292  Fax (07) 4094 
7275 
Host:- Margaret Korsch 
Email:   chillagoere@westnet.com.au         
Web:     

www.chillagoerealestate.com.au 
For all you Real Estate needs, contact Margaret Korsch 
Licensed Agent:     License No. 3004961 
 

 
Chillagoe Tourist Village                             
Queen Street Chillagoe Qld 4871  
Located in centre of town                                               
Tel (07) 4094 7177      
Hosts: Debbie  & Lionel   
Email:  raewin@westnet.com.au 

www.chillagoeaccommodationvillage.com.au 
CTV has a wide range of accommodation suitable for all 
budgets ranging from spacious, fully self contained motel 
units to budget cabins, and camping.  CTV is centrally lo-
cated on the main street within walking distance to all town 
facilities, including Pubs, Shops and Information Cen-
tre.  We are also a licensed restaurant and cafe/takeaway, 
with groceries and Internet cafe available from 6am till 
8pm,  we have a large swimming pool, camp ground with 
BBQ's available all comfortably spread out over 4 acres of 
lawn and beautiful shady trees. 
 
 

Tom Prior Historic Ford Museum & 
Fuel Depot                             
Airport Road, Chillagoe Qld 4871                                                
Tel (07) 4094 7108  Fax (07) 4094 
7108                
Host: Tom Prior 

Tom is a recipient of COTDA’s Living Legends’ Award. 
Come and talk to Tom, there’s vintage cars dated from 
1925. Also a large variety of trucks including ex-army left 
hand drive. All vehicles are beautifully restored and de-
tailed. Entry to Ford Museum by donation. 
From the main street follow the signs to the Airport and you 
will find Tom on the right hand side of the road about 1km 
from town. 
 
DIMBULAH                                                 
Dimbulah is the gateway to the Hodgkinson Goldfield , 
which was settled in1876, and lead to the establish -
ment of Cairns as a port. The township of Dimbulah 
grew up on the Walsh River in 1900 as a watering pl ace 
for locomotives on the Chillagoe Line.  
Mines at Wolfram Camp and the rail from Mount Mulli -
gan coal mine aided development. Late1930s Dimbulah  
became a thriving township based on tobacco farming . 
With the completion of the Mareeba-Dimbulah irriga-
tion scheme in 1963 the scope for farming expanded.  
Many other crops have now replaced tobacco.  
Dimbulah has ample parking facilities for shopping,  
banking needs and is the starting point for the Gol d-
fields Route. 

 
Boonmoo  Outback Camping  
845 Boonmoo Road, Dimbulah Qld 
4872  
Tel (07) 4094 4129  Fax (07) 4094 
4129                     
P.O. Box 123,  Dimbulah, 4872   
Email:  boonmoopas-

toral@bigpond.com 
Hosts:   Grant & Laurelle Gundersen 
Open:   March to November — Bookings are essential 
Suitable only for 4WD or 4WD Camper Trailers 
$30 per Vehicle/night. Discount rate for  weekly campers. 
Private bush camping sites are located along Eureka Creek 
taking in spectacular views of the gorge from most 
sites. The camp sites are all located close to the Heritage 
Listed  Boonmoo-Stannary Hills Tramway built in the early 
1900’s to service the large tin mining area.  Remnants of  
this era are still visible along the tramway; all located on 
our fully functional Brahman cattle grazing property.  The 
homestead is situated approx 15klms south west of Dimbu-
lah (incl. 2klms of gravel road).  The camp sites start 
approx. 5klms; and are up to 20klms from the homestead.   
The 'Savannhlander' Tourist Train can deliver campers to 
our front door at 'Boonmoo' each Wednesday and return to 
Cairns each Saturday.  Call 1800 793 848 for  bookings. 
 

 
Dimbulah Pool & Caravan Park  
Wheelbarrow Way, Dimbulah Qld 4872              
Tel: (07) 4093 5242  Fax:  4093 5242   
Host: Maxine Smith 
The Dimbulah Caravan Park is situated 
on the outskirts of Dimbulah on the 
road to Chillagoe.  The Caravan Park is 

in an idyllic setting with plenty of large trees for shade and 
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lush green grass.  There are 21 powered sites, which are 
well spaced out to provide privacy and a large camping 
area.  The park also has 2 cabins, each accommodating 
five, for traveling tourists with no caravans.  The amenities 
block is in the middle of the park, with 3 showers in the 
Mens and 2 showers and a bathtub in the Ladies. The park 
provides a camp kitchen and a gas barbeque. The swim-
ming pool (open from September to April) is located next 
door. 
 

 
Dimbulah Railway Station Museum 
& Info Centre  
Tel: (07) 4093 5999 
Open:  9.00 am-3.00 pm daily. Staffed 
by volunteers.   
Road signage as you enter Dimbulah 
clearly indicates the location of the 

information center.  The Dimbulah Railway Museum offers 
a FREE CUPPA as part of the STOP REVIVE SURVIVE 
service. 
STOP!  Enjoy a quiet chat, view the displays / local art and 
travel on refreshed.  
 
 

 
Tyrconnell Historic Gold Mine  
34 Klms North from Dimbulah on the 
road to Mt Mulligan.(26 Klms of un-
sealed road) 
Tel:   (07) 4093 5177 
Email:  oldgold@activ8.net.au 
Web:   www.tyrconnell.com.au 

Tyrconnell  is a unique and unforgettable experience, lo-
cated just 150km west of Cairns and 34km north of Dimbu-
lah (last 26km gazetted unsealed road). This 130 year old 
gold mine is situated amongst tree-studded hills and boasts 
an authentic pioneer atmosphere, original buildings, an 
operational ten-head stamping battery and magnificent 
views. The business is family run, with a focus on hospital-
ity. Activities include historical tours of the mine site and 
nearby cemetery, gold panning (conditions apply), bush-
walking, and swimming in the dam. Options for accommo-
dation are in beautiful heritage style cottages or camping. 
Special events can be arranged. Visit by arrangement only 
on 4093 5177  
 
EMUFORD                                                         
In the mid 1890s, famous Australian painter Ellis 
Rowan visited North Queensland. In her book ‘The 
Flower Hunter’ , she describes her adventures in a se-
ries of letters written to her husband. Included is  the 
Cobb & Co stagecoach trip she undertook from Herber -
ton via Emuford, to Chillagoe... 'Said to be the roughest 
road in Australia, the coach dropped from one bould er 
to another, along the steep track. ' Little wonder that the 
passengers opted to walk. Fortunately this is not t he 
case today! 
 
HERBERTON 
Established in 1880, Herberton is a charming herita ge-
listed town, with a wonderful climate, and a fair s hare 
of ghosts from its tin-mining past. You can sense t heir 
presence as you marvel at old pictures on the Photo  
Post walk, or when visiting the peaceful cemetery, 
where many pioneers are buried. Herberton boasts th e 

oldest buildings on the Tablelands, museums, picnic  
spots, and a range of accommodation and services. 
Since the decline of tin-mining, Herberton has beco me 
renowned as a centre for bush walking, mountain-
biking and horse riding, flora and fauna – includin g 
wildflowers and over 100 species of birds – make fo r a 
memorable experience. Base yourself in Herberton. 
Explore the extensive walking trails, and the old A rmy 
campsites in the area – headquarters of the 6 th and 7 th 
Australian divisions during World War 2. 
 

 
Wilderness Expeditions  
PO Box 472, Herberton Qld 4887  
Tel: (07) 4096 2266 Fax: (07) 4096 
2366  
Email:  info@wildex.com.au  
Web:   www.wildex.com.au 

Host: Tim Daniel  
Guided bush walking and luxury outback safaris with pack 
Donkeys. Day walks, picnics, overnight or extended camp-
ing treks. Explore the bush using pioneer tracks, pack mule 
roads or discover the routes taken by the earliest explorers 
using traditional packing skills and methods. Large insect 
proof tents, tables, chairs, stretcher beds are carried, and 
all meals supplied: nothing to carry. Enjoy campfires, good 
food and complimentary wine from $125 per person/day.     
                                           
IRVINEBANK  
Originally set up as a mining camp (1883) Irvineban k 
was to become the centre of a vast empire. Legendar y 
entrepreneur John Moffat purchased leases and set u p 
his headquarters in the heart of the mining field. John 
Moffat’s homestead was open to his staff, who made 
up small dance parties, stood around the grand pian o, 
or browsed among the books in the cedar lined libra ry 
(G C Bolton). Today, Irvinebank with its old buildings 
still retains a certain sense of grandeur. A visit to the 
Loudoun House Museum, historical home of John Mof-
fat, will bring the sense of yesteryear alive in yo ur 
mind. Irvinebank is famous amongst plant enthusiast s 
for two species, which are found only in the area: a 
purple flowering wattle and an orange-red flowering  
grevillea. Free camping is available on the Town Co m-
mon for bona-fide travellers. 

 
Loudoun House Museum  
O’Callaghan Street, Irvinebank. 
Tel:  (07) 4096 4020 
Email: loudounhouse@qldnet.com.au  
Open: Daily, 10:00 to 4.00 
A ‘must see’ destination portraying 
the history of mining and the develop-

ment of  regional Far North Queensland as controlled by 
John Moffat, responsible at one time for 25% of Australia’s 
base metal exports. The Museum has an extensive photo-
graphic collection and records of Irvinebank’s halcyon 
days. 
 
 
JULATTEN  
Although not included in the Cairns Outback region,  
Julatten is tucked away in a pocket of rainforest, in the 
cool mountains just back of Port Douglas. This loca -
tion offers a milder climate and is central to a di verse 
range of habitats. It is famous worldwide for its b irdlife. 
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Kingfisher Lodge  
RN6 Mt Kooyong Rd. Julatten Qld 
4871 
Tel:     (07) 4094 1263 
Web:  www.birdwatchers.com.au 
Email: sootyowl@bigpond.com 
 

Owners/Managers: Keith & Lindsay Fisher 
...named after the Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfishers that 
visit each summer! 
Self-contained one and two bedroom units, bunkhouse 
rooms and camping facilities with powered sites and a cook 
shed, are provided within a 5 hectare rainforest nature re-
serve at an altitude of 440 metres. Kingfisher Park Bird-
watchers Lodge primarily caters for birdwatchers as well as 
photographers and others with an interest in nature based 
activities. Over 350 bird species, including the 12 Wet Trop-
ics endemics, occur in the nearby habitats of rainforest, 
mountains, wetlands and drier open woodlands making it 
one of the most rewarding birding regions in Australia. 
Upon arrival guests are given maps and up to date birding 
information, including latest sightings. Bird guiding can be 
arranged with local experts.  

MAREEBA     �������������	
�����

�                            
Driving from Cairns up the Kuranda Range, Mareeba i s 
the gateway to the Wheelbarrow Way. Founded by pas-
toralist John Atherton, it was his son William who,  in 
1888, applied for pastoral leases in the Chillagoe area, 
with the intent of supplying beef to the spreading min-
ing camps.                                                                  
Mareeba played an important role during World War 2 ; 
the original airstrip was constructed for the defen se of 
Australia. Mareeba was home base to many American 
servicemen, the RAAF's 100 squadron, which con-
ducted bombing missions, and Australian's first par a-
chute battalion.                                                              
Today Mareeba is a big country town, with a multicu l-
tural population. In 1958, with the introduction of  the 
irrigation waters from the Tinaroo Dam, a scheme 
which cost $12,666,000, Mareeba became a prosperous  
farming community .  

de Brueys Boutique Wines  
189 Fichera Road, Mareeba Qld 4880 
PO Box 2112, Mareeba Qld 4880 
Tel/Fax: (07) 4092 4515  
Email:      info@debrueys.com.au 
Web :      www.debrueys.com.au 
Cellar Door open every day:  10.00 am 

- 5.00 pm for tastings and sales of exotic and native tropical 
fruit wines,   liqueurs and ports.   
Deliciously different mango, lychee, jaboticaba, passionfruit 
and bush cherry wine. Mulberry, Mango and Swagman 
ports. Tantalizing cream liqueurs and a superb coffee li-
queur. 
Drive past scenic mango orchards to visit the winery in its 
native bush land setting. 
Approaching Mareeba by road from Cairns, at the very 
edge of town, follow the signs and turn left into Tinaroo  
Creek   Road,  then immediately right  into Fichera Road. 
Only 2km from the highway. Online and mail orders taken. 
 
 
 
 

Golden Drop Winery  
227 Bilwon Road, Bibhoora Qld 4880 
Tel: (07) 4093 2750  
Fax:   (07) 4093 2668 
Email:      info@goldendrop.com.au 
Web :      www.goldendrop.com.au 

Hosts:- Charles & Lucy Nastasi 
Golden Drop Winery is family owed and operated, the win-
ery was established in 1999 by Charles Nastasi and sons. 
The boutique winery produces very unique products such 
as 3 x  Mango Wines, Mango Sparkling, Mango Port, 
Mango Cello and a variety of Citrus Cellos, a great gift 
idea. The Cellar door is open to the public daily, except for 
Good Friday, Anzac Day open after 1pm and Xmas Day. 
Visit our cellar door for a unique taste sensation all tastings 
are free if purchasing. 
Tasting hours are from 9am to 5.30pm daily, follow the 
signs to  227 Bilwon Road, Biboohra, via Mareeba. 
Phone orders are welcome anytime just call  07 40932577 
or visit our web site www.goldendrop.com.au We also have 
a cellar door at Kuranda, Paronella Park together with se-
lected bottle shops in Atherton/Cairns/Port Douglas also 
available at Carins International/Domestic terminals. 
 

 
Mareeba Heritage Museum & Information 
Centre  
Centenary Park, Byrnes Street. Mareeba Qld 
4880  
Tel: (07) 4092 5674  Fax: (07) 4092 5674 
Email: info@mareebaheritagecentre.com.au  

Web:   www.mareebaheritagecentre.com.au 
Open: 8.00 am-4.00 pm daily except Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and Good Friday  
The Mareeba Heritage Centre is an excellent starting point 
for further information on the Wheelbarrow Way. Take a 
browse through the displays (by donation only). Of particu-
lar interest is the old rail ambulance, which is associated 
with a Chillagoe doctor who removed his own appendix. 
Toilets, shop, parking, shade, bookings and information on 
road conditions.  
 

 
Mt Uncle Distillery  (Walkamin)  
Walkamin (Sth of Mareeba) Qld 4880 
Tel:  (07) 4086 8008  Fax (07) 4093 
3716 
Email:   info@mtuncle.com 
Web:     www.mtuncle.com 
Mt. Uncle Distillery has built an impec-

cable and unrivaled reputation in producing Award winning 
premium liqueurs and spirits. Producing Rum, Whisky, 
Vodka & Gin, Mt. Uncle Distillery is North Queensland’s 
first and only distillery and is the premier attraction on the 
Atherton Tablelands.  
The only range of real 100% spirits and liqueurs produced 
on site, over 50+ teas to try and buy, Liqueur Chocolates, 
Café, local artwork. The distillery is nestled on the fertile 
foothills of Mt. Uncle from where it claims its name. The 
mountain was named after the Uncle of the founding pio-
neer John Atherton, very original! Yes there is also a Mt. 
Aunty beside him as well so the big guy doesn’t get lonely. 
Mt. Uncle Distillery is set in landscaped gardens on a Ba-
nana, Avocado and Macadamia plantation.  
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Mareeba Tropical Savanna and 
Wetland Reserve  
Tel: 1800 788 755 
Email:  info@jabirusafarilodge.com.au 
Web:   www.jabirusafarilodge.com.au 
Contacts: Liz Cayzer 
The 5000-acre savanna Reserve is 

located near Biboohra,  off the Wheelbarrow Way between 
Mareeba & Mt Molloy.              
The Reserve and conservation projects are managed by 
the Wildlife Conservancy of Tropical Queensland, a not-for-
profit organisation, with Tourism Naturally operating the 
tours and accommodation. 
Key species include the elusive Buff-breasted 
Button-quail, Cotton Pygmy-goose, Pink-eared Duck, 
Brolga, Sarus Crane and Blacked-necked Stork amongst 
over 221 recorded species of birds.  
By visiting the wetlands you contribute to the nationally rec-
ognized Gouldian Finch reintroduction program. 
Early Morning and Sunset Safari, private guiding, Eco  
Boat tours,  12 km of walking trails, bird watching, canoe-
ing, and overnight accommodation in Jabiru Safari Lodge 
with African style en-suite safari tents. 
Café open 7 Days serving local tea & coffee and lunches.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

22 Lawson St, Mareeba.  
Tel  (07) 4092 5400 Fax  (07) 4092 5411 
Web:     www.ronsoldercarentals.com.au 
Email:    ron@ronsoldercarentals.com.au 

Small, medium & large sedans 
Good condition older cars 
Most cars air conditioned 
Cash / Eftpos / Visa / M-card 
Free pick up / delivery (Mareeba only) 
Airport transfer available 
Free Maps 
Unlimited Kilometres  (Conditions apply)  
24 Hour roadside 
Available to travel Wheelbarrow Way  
(excluding Almaden—Mt Surprise) 
(excluding Petford – Irvinebank) 
(excluding Dimbulah—Mt Mulligan)  

FROM $34 per day. (Conditions apply)  
BONUS  Pay 6 days rental and get 7th day free. 
 
 

Coffee Works  
136 Mason St  Mareeba   Qld 4880 
Tel: (07) 4092 4101  
Hosts:  Rob & Annie Webber 
Web:   www.coffeeworks.com.au 
Email: info@coffeeworks.com.au 
Indulge a little, Discover a lot when you 

visit the Coffee Works, in Mareeba, just one hour from 
Cairns and Port Douglas. Check out Coffee Works many 
wonders… you are guaranteed a totally delicious day out. 
Explore the gift shop… it’s packed to the rafters with in-
credible edibles, gourmet gifts and an ever changing array 
of stunning, unusual and affordable gifts. Relax in lush 
tropical surrounds with Flaming Fabulous BBQ Lunches, 
Sweet Treats, Exceptional Espresso, and Superb Gelato. 
Over 50 fabulous chocolate flavors are created onsite in 

the Coffee Works own boutique Chocolaterie. 
The main event is Coffee World, the biggest, best and most 
significant collection of coffee artifacts in the world, pre-
sented as one exhibition, for the first time in history. 
 
 
MUTCHILBA  
Mutchilba is located just before Dimbulah, here the  Sa-
vannahlander train stops to  gain onwards permissio n 
to travel the line by collecting a “staff” from a r ailway 
cabinet.  Mutchilba is a small service centre with a 
Community Hall, Park , Convenience Store and Post 
Office. 

 
Wheelbarrow Way Cafe  
55 Masterson St  Mutchilba   Qld 4871 
Tel: (07) 4093 1101  Fax (07) 4093 
1100 
Hosts:  Julie & Mark Gosper 
Web:   www.cairnsoutback.com.au 

Email: wheelbarrowwaycafe@activ8.net.au 
* EFPOS AVAILABLE 
* FUEL – DEISEL & UNLEADED 
* GROCERY’S  
* HOT FOOD (Seating inside and out.) 
* REFRESHING DRINKS  
* POST OFFICE FACILITIES  

Come and say HI to Mark & Julie 
 
MT CARBINE—MARYFARMS  
The Cairns Outback's ever changing scenery opens 
out into a startling vista. The golden hues of the expan-
sive savannah country can only hint at the vastness  
and the grandeur of the landscape stretching to the  tip 
of Australia. Mt Carbine is the most northerly of t he 
Cairns Outback region, and gateway to Cooktown and 
Cape York.  
Mt Carbine was also a part of the fabled John Moffa t 
empire. In 1906, Moffatt developed the wolfram depo s-
its at Mt Carbine (GK Bolton). Wolfram is used to 
harden steel. Mt Carbine region is also home to ove r 
290 species of bird life. 
 

 
Bustard Downs Accommodation & 
Camping  
Mulligan Hwy. Maryfarms 61-93 East 
Mary Rd, Maryfarms Qld 4871 
Tel:  (07) 4094 3110 
Email: info@bustarddowns.com.au 

Hosts:  Jo Clark & William Dixson 
Web:   www.bustarddowns.com.au  
Bustard Downs is a birdwatchers paradise at the base of 
Cape York, 20kms north of Mt. Molloy, 8kms south Mt. Car-
bine. A stunning authentic country bushland setting.  
Camping, Caravan & Motorhome sites in a spacious shady 
camping ground above the Mary Creek.  B&B in our guest 
quarters, or your own private self-contained Farm Cottage. 
Explore a gallery forest of giant Malaleucas along the Mary 
Creek, & take a refreshing dip. Bird watch Australian Bus-
tards, up to 40% of Australian species are found in this re-
gion, bush walk, bicycle, star gaze, sit round a camp fire. 
Watch the sunrise while wildlife spotting the many species 
of mammals including agile wallaby, reptiles, frogs, birds 
and insects. Retreats, packages, helicopter tours, bird 
guides, and farmstay available by prior arrangement.  
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MT MOLLOY    �������������	
�����

�                                                               
Mt Molloy was named to honor teamster Patrick Mollo y 
who, in the mid 1880s, found the copper outcrop whi lst 
searching for stray bullocks. For four years he wor ked 
it as a one man show, then amid murmurs of "claim 
jumping," it changed hands. In 1901 the Irvinebank 
Company purchased the leases and by 1903, Mt Molloy  
was one of North Queensland's leading producers. 
However by Christmas of 1908 production ceased due 
to a lack of ore.  
Mt Molloy too, has its share of ghosts ... James Ve n-
ture Mulligan, discoverer of gold on the Palmer Riv er 
and on the Hodgkinson field, silver at Silver Valle y and 
tin in several locations, at age 70, embroiled hims elf in 
a fight during the construction of the Mt Molloy-
Biboohra tramway, received an unlucky blow and died . 
The Irish explorer's body rests in the Mt Molloy ce me-
tery (GK Bolton).  
Today, Mt Molloy's fame is with its bird life. Almo st 300 
species have been recorded within a 15 km radius of  
the town. It is also the home of the Great Bowerbir d.  
 
 
 
MOUNT MULLIGAN  
Owned by the KuKu Djungan Aboriginal people, Mt 
Mulligan is a stunning sandstone escarpment 18 km 
long and 300 m high. Located 54 km north of Dimbula h 
(25 km from Tyrconnell) on unsealed road, the base of 
the mountain was once home to the coal mining town-
ship of Mt Mulligan. In 1921 a coal dust explosion killed 
75 men underground, Australia's third largest minin g 
disaster. The mine reopened and finally closed in 1 957. 
Although little remains in the town, Mt Mulligan ma kes 
for a fascinating visit with its poignant cemetery and 
haunting beauty. 
 
Mt SURPRISE 
The new Colony of Queensland was proclaimed in De-
cember 1859 opening up a new horizon in the settle-
ment of the North.  Exploration parties fanned out 
across unknown territory, blazing tracks through th e 
back-country. In 1864 Ezra Firth, a former stonemas on 
from Yorkshire, established Mount Surprise Station as 
a sheep property. It marked the northmost frontier of 
Queensland. Eight years later William Hann and his 
party of five men set out from the Firth’s out-stat ion of 
Fossilbrook to explore the country further to the n orth. 
It was this expedition, which changed dramatically the 
direction of the history of North Queensland—the dis -
covery of gold on the Palmer River. 
Today Mount Surprise’s special appeal is gem fossic k-
ing. Pick up a license and try your luck at Topaz, gar-
net and other semi-precious stones. 

 
Mt Surprise Tourist Park & BP Road 
House  
Highway, Mt Surprise, Qld. 4871  
Tel: (07) 4062 3153 Fax: (07) 4062 
3162 
Hosts: Trish & Eddie Wallace 
Mt Surprise Tourist Park is a Tourism 

Award Winner consisting of a Caravan Park with shady 
grassed powered and unpowered sites and air-conditioned 
motel units. The  roadhouse can refuel and restock your 

supplies with eftpos facilities available. From here you can 
go Gem fossicking, bird watching, bushwalking or visit the 
Undara Lava Tubes.   
We are breeders of rare Gouldian Finches. 
Preferred booking agent for local tours. 
Pets are welcome on a leash. 
 
 
PETFORD   
Petford is at the junction of the Petford- Chillago e and 
Petford-Irvinebank roads (see map). 
 
 
RAVENSHOE 
Ravenshoe, the highest town in Queensland, can usu-
ally provide cool weather and a warm welcome. The 
Visitor’s Centre, a Rainforest Interpretive Centre,  pro-
vides much more information on local history, water -
falls and wind farm.   In the main street good food  is 
provided at the bakery, two hotels and cafes, while  the 
Gallery, craft shops and wine works provide for oth er 
interests, Accommodation  and camping available wit h 
limited space for caravans in the railway yard near  the 
steam train, Capella.   Ravenshoe has many pleasant  
surprises for the appreciative visitor. 
 

The Canopy Rainforest Treehouses  
247 Hogan Road, Tarzali QLD 4885  
Tel:  (07) 4096 5364 
Host:   David & Sharon Gibson 
Web:    www.canopytreehouses.com.au 
Email: stay@canopytreehouses.com.au 
Purpose designed for comfort in the 

wilderness, our five luxury timber and glass treehouses are 
perched high in the rainforest canopy on the banks of the 
flowing Ithaca River.   
Positioned for complete privacy each Treehouse has king 
beds, a double spa, a wood fireplace, fully self-contained 
kitchen, and a balcony with a BBQ and hammock 
Resident Cassowaries, rare Lumholtz’s Tree Kangaroos 
and endangered Green Possums call our forest home 
whilst shy platypus inhabit our river.  
Pademelon Wallabies abound and Coppery Brushtail Pos-
sums will visit your balcony every night, whilst Northern 
Bandicoots and other marsupials forage on the evening 
forest floor. Wake to a serenade of birdsong every morning 
as an ever-changing parade of rainforest birds greet you on 
your Treehouse balcony.  
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 ATTRACTIONS  
 
BIRD WATCHING 
The Cairns Outback is the premier bird watching region in 
Australia! Julatten attracts legions of birdwatchers each 
year. Of particular interest in summer, is the spectacular 
Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher. Close by is the Abattoir 
Swamp Environment Park & Bird Hide (spotting shelter) 
and the Euluma Creek Road Circuit.  
 
Mt. Carbine area lists 290 species. At Mt Molloy over 300 
species (more than Kakadu National Park) have been re-
corded within a 15 km radius of the town.  
The 5000 acre Mareeba Tropical Savanna and Wetland 
Reserve, between Mareeba and Mt Molloy, is both a bird 
life and wildlife habitat, with over 200 recorded species of 
birds, including the elusive Buff-breasted Button-quail. The 
Reserve is also host to a joint Queensland Parks and Wild-
life Service and Mareeba Wetland Foundation re-
introduction project for the endangered Gouldian Finch. 
The Nyleta Wetlands in Hastie Swamp National Park, out-
side Atherton, is part of a bird conservation network on the 
Tablelands. Chillagoe has given its name to the Chillagoe 
Swiftlet sub-species to the White-rumped Swiftlet. 
 
 
WALKING TRAILS 
 
ATHERTON 
 
Baldy Mountain Walking Track  – Standing 1107 Mtrs, 
Baldy Mountain rises some 200 to 300 Mtrs above the 
township of Atherton. The climb is over 2 Kilometres and is 
of moderate grade but there are some steep sections. 
Good walking shoes should be worn, wear a hat, use sun 
screen and take water. 
The walk starts via Rifle Range Road, south of Atherton. 
The track commences 600 Mtrs along Rifle Range Road. 
 
 
HERBERTON 
 
Herberton is the home of several excellent walking tracks. 
Pick up a brochure from the Herberton Mining and Informa-
tion Centre. 
 
MAREEBA WETLANDS  

Self-guided Walks - Visitors may take 1 of 4 walks varying 
in length from 2-1/2 km to 15 km. Each of the walks takes 
you through different habitats and is well marked, and of-
fers some spectacular views of the Reserve and the sur-
rounding country. 

 
MOUNT CARBINE CARAVAN PARK  
 
Walk to the Lookout on the Great Dividing Range, this 
track climbs from 350 Mtrs to 794 Mtrs above sea level. 
Walk to the 100 year old Mt Carbine Hotel and have a 
meal, see the world’s longest playable didgeridoo. 
For the energetic there are a lot of interesting points within 
Brooklyn State Park which are only accessible on foot. 
Permission must be obtained through the office. 
 
SPECIALISED BIRD LIST  
 

Southern Cassowary Great- billed Heron 
Square-tailed Kite Grey Goshawk 
Red-necked Crake Bush-hen 
Australian Bustard Squatter Pigeon 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo Double-eyed Fig-Parrot 
Australian King-Parrot  Red-winged Parrot 
Pale-headed Rosella Rufous Owl 
Lesser Sooty Owl Papuan Frogmouth 
Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher Noisy Pitta 
Lovely Fairy-wren Fernwren 
Atherton Scrubwren Mountain Thornbill 
Graceful Honeyeater Bridled Honeyeater 
White-browed Robin Chowchilla 
Grey Whistler Bower’s Shrike-thrush 
Yellow-breasted Boatbill White-eared Monarch 
 Pied Monarch Barred Cuckoo-shrike 
 Victoria’s Riflebird Spotted Catbird 
 Tooth-billed Bowerbird Golden Bowerbird 
 Great Bowerbird Black-throated Finch 
 Blue-faced Parrot-Finch  
 
SERVICES 
 
CHILLAGOE—MAREEBA BUS SERVICE 
Hospital Road, Chillagoe Qld 4871 
Tel: (07) 4094 7155  Fax: (07) 4094 7166            
 
CAVE TOURS 
Tel: (07) 4094 7111   Fax: (07)  4094 7122  
Chillagoe National Park's guides conduct tours daily,     
except Christmas Day. Tickets available at The Chillagoe 
Interpretive Centre (The Hub).  
 
 
HOSPITALS 
Chillagoe, Hospital Road                          07 4094 7500  
Dimbulah Hospital, Stephen Street          07 4093 5333  
Mareeba Hospital, 21 Lloyd Street           07 4092 2322 
Atherton Hospital, Jack Street                  07 4091 0211  
Herberton Hospital, Bertha Street            07 4096 2222 
 
 
INFORMATION CENTRES 
Chillagoe Info Centre -The Hub   07 4094 7111  
Mareeba Heritage Museum           07 4092 5674  
Kuranda Visitor Info Centre    07 4093 9311  
 
 
POLICE STATIONS EMERGENCY 000  
Atherton   (07) 4091 5088  
Chillagoe   (07) 4094 7120  
Dimbulah  (07) 4093 5200  
Herberton  (07) 4096 2200  
Mareeba   (07) 4093 3300  
Mt Molloy  (07) 4094 1132  
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Cairns Outback Tourism Development Association is a 
non profit organization committed to promoting the      
Tablelands and Outback.    
Current 2012 annual membership is $40 with 125 words 
maximum of text plus initial setup cost.  
If you would like to become a member and list your  
services in this directory which also includes full listing 
on our website, please contact us at:-  
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    While every effort has been made to update information               
for this publication, no responsibility is accepted. 
Any inaccuracies discovered should be advised and              
these will be corrected , if possible , before the next run. 

 
 
 


